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questions still used today to deny Paulince uw oorunns of
epistles,

The first question is historical: these letters do uct bolongiy
to the period of the Acts because I Timothy &ng Truas were 1%
written from prison. In order to explain this, a ralescd TroWe
prison must be postulated. Some critics reject Faulipe aurpor-
ship rather than accept such a postulate, claiinicg that the
personal references (e¢.g. "I Pautl...") are either favenoious of
the later author or quotations from a gunuinely Pavliliec soarcwe.
The second question is ecclesiactical: thess letiers, i is
said, reflect a structured chuich hierarehy wiii<h must av least
be in the early second century. The third guoescs
aoctrinal: CGneosticism is ckvicusly the helssy Liuy cambadibed
in I Timothy; Gnosticism was influaential onl)y ufter the aaddle
of the sezond century. Paul uses the exprossicg “Lie Lalin®
whtich implies an established body of doctrine ~obwicusly L rud
only at a later date. 1In addition, Pavl doés not disouss,
bzyond cursory references, any cof his uvsuzl docbriazl conceins.
The fourth question is linguistic: many words not found
elsewhere in the New Testaiment are used in ihirze letlars au well
@8 words used in the Gospels and Acts but nct in eny other Of
Taul's epistles.
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2ach of these questions can be anguered noucver. There is ne in
trinsic reason Lo deny a release from priscl {o)iowed Gye sccond

arrast--indeed, an early tradition says that whiv was precisely
uliat happened. The alleged struciured hiejaschy s loose i the
cxtreme, and careful study shows little if auny . reience
butween “presbyters" and "oversears" in the cunicbhos.  aoy relon
ence to Gnosticism in thece episiieas s @

videly recognized that "proteognosrvic" tendencies
¢arly in the first century 4D although Gnosticisu
appear until the mid or lace seccona cepiury.  Dhx
"the faith" and “sound doctrine” need only rerer
which they (Timothy and Titus} received frow lan’
time with him. These are perscnal lettaes, 1
addressed to entire churches. It is not suyn jo o,
that Paul does not develop nis usual doctrinzl di-o
viten deal with issues concerning individuc! comvches.
Statistics prove only that Faul is kere diccussing ;
unlike that in his other epistles. Different cortont domzac
different vocabulary, especially when techuzoal subjecis are
being discussed (such as, the selection of church leaders o
“true widows").
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If, as seems probable, Paul wrote I Timothy and Titas botwece -
prisonments, this must hve occurred before 2D 67, the tradition-
al date of Paul's martyrdom. Second Timothy, Cencerally caeen
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