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To comprehend what it measn we need to conshlt Dattieronomy 5:12-15 where
Moses reiterated the law nearly 40 years later as Isrzel prepared to enter
the land of promise. The repetftion is normal...it wasaa new zeneration
leading the way into Caraen and their memory of the past was not as sprecise
as 1t cshould have been. To tell them of the seriousress ofF their venture and
of the rezuirement of Gol, Moses first reviewed the Israeli history and
then reviewed the law. In the legal revisw most commmands are repoatad
almest verbatim but this command finds & significant adlition. lozes does
not discuss creation at this psint but deliverance from Rgypt (Dt. 5:13) and
thés gives us an important dlue in Sablzth observance. The chservance of
the Sabkath is in connexicn vith some dramatic act of Ged's providence.,
Before the instituticon cf the naticn the Sabbhath commerorated the providential
work of Crcation. With the coming of Taran) 2s a natinsnal entity. the
Sabhath commercrated deliverance from Ecvpt. 3Bat the church cormerorates
a deliverance from £in as provided Ly Jesus Christ when he dics as an offering
to God. Consejuently Chixistians remerhier the First dcy (Acts 20-7) and the
freedom from 3in that care with the resuvrraction. So in & tcchnical sense
the Christian corruanity Goes not heep the falhath, it vas never in Egyptian
Londage, but it Jces lecy a 2iy 4o the Tonl., "o mioht s that anvone who
fails to do so has forgotten that in all ages and to all people Cod has
set agart a day for our enjoyment and the wership of I'imscls,

It is important to see that the reality of the day is more meaningful
than the number. DBut the nwdier is in no sense trivial or unmeaningful.
Tine Zor God is the essential item, however and thoaa who have not any time
for Him ace ewpliy of soul. Thosae who seek xlternate days lose in the
followship of cther bilisvers. The omphacis is thot while there ig a

discontinuity °f. practice there is a continuity of ideal. A day, free of
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