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or disadvantage is not in the interest of a neighbor, one should Le careful
not to work what is ill.

The cormand would prevent us from giving our neighbor ill-intended
advice that would lead to his harm. o doukt we all offer advice at times
that provee ko less than Lest, but the intemt is what is silenced by
this law. Yowr ngighbor might have a problem and you with sowe animosity
might offer advice which you would hnow to Le harmful. It might be that you
conceived of it as "getting even" for scme cffonse your neighbor had shown
you, Lut tlie Lord has ackuowledyed that these perscnally nostile acts only
lead to other problems and recriminaticns., For the salke of peaca, if for

nothing elaec, the law forkids false witness,

The Niith Commandmwnt: Cause of the prorlems

"why," we might ask, "would anyune resort to false witness?" It
weuld scem to be an illogical way to go, the potential penalties would
suggest that a wise person would neot take the risk no matter the cause.

But a number of sinful factors enter our thirking and produce a false witness
response,

The first of these is simply perconal gain. It is amazing how often
greed is a major facter in sinc of personul coummiscion, We hardly need to
illustrate it kut for aa advantage social or practical it is often the
casy course., One trics to advance cnecelf Ly & report that puts another at
a disadvantage so that the initiator gets ahead. The false witness that leads
to this might Le an open act, a vord of insiuation, or a detrimental statement,
One must be very carefal in any matter that is chicfly for one's own cause,

We do not say that such is nocessarily wrong but it often can become a

situation in which we promoto ourselves by means of an unfair act.
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