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I. Introducotory remarksi

A.

Ce

D.

You will hear many strange things about the Psalms:

==-some® Christians sing them

=-gthers may relate them to the old dispensation

-=but nearly all Christians use them and the faverite
Bible verses of a host of people come from the Psalms,

-=it is appropriate therefore that we use them for our
strengthening and deve lopment,

Basioallys

The Psalms speak of the experience of life and they
grow out of the lives of gedly persons and speak of
wiat they learned of life by the grade of God. As
such they are oclose to the heart. They are experience
that is at the same time personal and universal., The
Scripture has many types of literature; historio, from
wiich we learn what God has donej narrative, from whioch
we see how the redemptive pattern unfoldsj didactio,
where we are directly taught what our responsibilities
and cduties arej and devotional in which we see our
stand and position before God and others, The Psalms
include all these types of literature and all these
aspects of life may be gleaned from them. Eut in an
unique way the Psalms speak for themselves and since
they are born of the heart and experience of life, taey
provide eminent praotioal lessons both in preocept and

example,

The Psalms ere usually éivided into five Books or

perts, The historic reason for this division is not
nown exactly and the diwvision 1s not really a matter
of inspiretion. lMost writers outline the parts thuss

Book l...Psalmns l=4l
Bookx Il..Psalus 42-72
Book II1I.Psalms 73=89
Book IVe Fsalxs 90"106
Book VeeoPsalms 107=150

In addition to these divisions, the Psalns are classi=
fied by type. The following types are plain thsough the
thinking of the present writer and they are listed, not
in order of importance but simply as I think of them:

Devotional (Psalm 150)

Historio (Psalm 78;

Messianioc (Psalm 22)--predictive in sharaoter
Imprecatory (Psalm 109)

Situation (Psalm 122, ff)
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