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3., Some Obserfationsg What role do vows and re-
solves play in the lives of believers?

(a) This is a confused area and believers have
usually disagreed on the fullest form or final
meaning. Some bitterly object to '"New Year's
Resolutions" and such things as "faith prome
ises", Nevertheless under the older covenant
vows were permissable and some were even en=
ocoureged. The expression is different in the
newer covenant but probably the spiritual prine
oiples are not changed,

(b) But some things are clear:

«~That vows or resolutions are wrong (meaning
immorel) is not true--based on their usage in
the 01d Testaments Things moral and immeral
do not ochange their fundamental character frem

dispensation to dispensatione

=That they are to be used with care is also obe= .
vious in the 01d T. as in Eocle 5:1 ff and in
the New Te in the practioce of Paul,

=furthermore, private commitment in our age
seems better than public committment,

==The willingness to vew er not to vow is not
necessarily any indication of spirituality on
the part of the one who speaks, How He will
respond to Ged i3 the vital inter-actions

-Furthermore, every type of promise seems equale
ly to be studeids Some seek to avoid & strong
open comnittment in favor of quiet views. But
we all are equally tellingz before the Lords

4. Some Practical Lessonss In the wnole process of
waiing promises end vows, the following should be
closely otserveds

(a; recognize our deep dependence on the Lord

(o) keep our rezdlves realistio in the 1light of
wat honors Him,

(¢) <cive ourselves to His will in accord with the

calling of His Hord,

5¢ Conolusiont Tne tarust of this is that one need
not te fearful of deziring te do nomething for
the Lerds But he must keep it in the bouads of the
lord's amounced ville Then if the resolve fails
he 8till expects to receive the grece that upholds
éven the falling sinner or , more real istically,
e feltering sainte HWe mean that the resélve must
e to His honor and we can carry the responsibility
of fulfilling it that same weye.
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