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variance to the trutihfulness of God,

The Ninth Commandiments Applications

Out of the broad nature of the command grows a number of applications
both positive and negative. ‘Yhe wost obvious is the truth already suggested
in Deuteronomy 19: that one will not bring a false charge against a
neighbor. Perhaps, for example, whiie waiking carelessly with your mind
on other matters, you fall in front of your neigiior's housc, ioting a
slignt variation in the sicewalk surface you bLlawe your neighkor for negli=
gence and sue., You know it was your fault but you falsely charga your
neighbor. The law denies you tils appeal and asks you to act responsibly.

We might note that in some of these areas people justify themselves
on the ground that it is sometiing everyoue does., That is not nowever, the
proper basis for conduct or truth. In a world where “false witncss" is a stan-
dard means of operation, the one who supposediy Lelongs to Gud should live
above it. 7%he call for his people was to Le like God, not like other sinners,
So we are safe in saying that integrity is more important f.ho.n advantage or
convenience, if we nonor the law, -

Slanaer against a neighbor is also outlawed in this command., The
slander mignt be an iale word of gossip or perhaps a malicious half-truth,
Both are defilements of the neighbor and violate God's law, It is possible
to say or do some orf these things in an offhaind or unintended action kbut
that does not eliminate the error or viandicate tihe guilty. We must alearn
to be careful ana guarded in out attitudes towards others.

As with other commands the best deiense is to love one's neighbor,
Tnat means we desire one anotner to have the best that God gives, for love

is the unselfish seekeing of the weifare of others. &Lnowing that malice
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